
Global Humanitarian Thematic 
Funding 2019 

For more information on UNICEF humanitarian response in 2019,  
please see the UNICEF Annual Results Report – Humanitarian Action

Somaliland, 2019 
Two sisters sit at a UNICEF-supported health centre in Hargeisa, Somaliland 
(November 2019). 
© UNICEF/UNI229312/NAFTALIN

https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_102865.html
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1 The funding is predictable, flexible and multi-year.
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Iraq – Social protection
Emergency officer Haider Al-Ithawi with students after 
the distribution of winter uniforms at Qushtapa Camp, Iraq 
(November 2019).

WHAT IS GLOBAL 
HUMANITARIAN 
THEMATIC FUNDING? 
UNICEF seeks adequate and quality flexible resources to support 
effective preparedness and timely response to humanitarian and 
protection needs, particularly of the most vulnerable populations. 
UNICEF thematic contributions are pooled, flexible multi-year funds 
to support the UNICEF Strategic Plan, 2018–2021, including 
humanitarian action. This quality funding1 helps UNICEF to 
achieve its mandate to advocate for children’s rights, help meet 
the basic needs of children, and expand their full potential and 
the opportunities open to them. 

Humanitarian thematic funding contributions at all levels – global, 
regional and country – allow partners to support the achievements 
set out under the UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children appeal. 
Global humanitarian thematic funding (GHTF) is, after regular 
resources, the most flexible form of funding – allowing rapid and 
strategic responses by UNICEF to humanitarian crises. GHTF allows 
UNICEF to deliver assistance to the most vulnerable children when 
and where it is needed and in a timely and effective manner. 

The nature of GHTF allows for faster and more cost-effective 
response than other external humanitarian funding mechanisms. 
When an adequate GHTF pool is available, it can critically improve 
aid effectiveness and predictability in humanitarian response.

WHY INVEST IN GLOBAL 
HUMANITARIAN 
THEMATIC FUNDING?
Saving lives, protecting rights and securing a better, 
healthier and safer future for children and their 
communities

UNICEF is able to reach the most vulnerable children and to use 
available resources strategically and effectively thanks to the 
fast, flexible and multi-year nature of GHTF. As well as being the 
fastest and most effective way to reach children caught up in 
crises with humanitarian action, GHTF is also an essential enabler 
of the global Humanitarian Action for Children appeal by UNICEF. 
The mechanism allows UNICEF country offices to spring into 
emergency response straight away. When a new crisis emerges, 
GHTF also allows prioritization of the response.

With this type of funding, UNICEF and its partners are able to:

• Provide immediate life-saving assistance to the children 
most in need; 

• Speedily release funds for sudden-onset emergencies, 
within 24 hours as needed;

• Respond more equitably based on needs, by reaching 
children in smaller and/or forgotten crises, in underfunded 
sectors (e.g., child protection) and in multi-country and 
subregional crises; 

• React faster in underfunded/forgotten emergencies  
– it is difficult to gain international attention for forgotten 
crises, but GHTF helps to address this gap;

• Invest in preparedness to deliver a more timely and 
effective response through a predictability that facilitates 
strategic and stronger UNICEF programming; 

• Ensure more cost-effective response – preparedness for  
early response (better risk analysis and the identification of  
high-return actions) saves lives and makes the emergency 
response faster and more efficient. Every US$1 invested 
early in high-risk humanitarian contexts saves an average 
of over US$4 on the next emergency, and speeds up 
operations by more than 12 days.
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2 Direct implementation support for country offices, including technical support through the deployment of Emergency Response Team members and contingency for urgent critical support.
3 Includes investments in organizational preparedness systems and country-specific preparedness actions.
4 UNICEF received US$30.5 million in GHTF in 2019 but the amount allocated in 2019 is higher because it includes an amount carried over from 2018.

GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN 
THEMATIC FUNDING 
ALLOCATIONS

2019 global humanitarian thematic funding 
country-level allocations (US$)
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Country-level response capacity2 

Preparedness3 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Burkina Faso

Haiti

Somalia

Ecuador

Central African Republic

Colombia

Iraq

Mali

State of Palestine

Afghanistan

Libya

Niger

Cameroon

Syrian Arab Republic

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Pacific Islands

Ukraine

Myanmar

South Sudan

Islamic Republic of Iran

Zimbabwe

Nigeria 

Rwanda

Algeria

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Pakistan

Zambia

Chad

Angola

Timor-Leste

Uganda

India

Montenegro

Uzbekistan

Nepal

Ten of the most chronically underfunded 
emergencies received, based on the criteria 
indicated, 27 per cent of all country allocations: 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Libya, Mali, Myanmar, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Uganda and Ukraine. 
Nearly US$15.9 million, or 76 per cent of 
country-level allocations, supported complex 
humanitarian situations triggered by socio-
political crises, mainly conflicts, and nearly 
US$2.8 million or 13 per cent supported 
countries responding to natural disasters. 

In 2019, UNICEF allocated US$31.8 million of 
programmable GHTF for global humanitarian 
action.4 Eighty per cent of this amount 
(US$25.4 million) supported humanitarian 
action in country and regional offices,  
5 per cent (US$1.8 million) supported global 
and country level preparedness work, and 
15 per cent (US$4.7 million) supported other 
global efforts. 

15%
US$4.7 million
Global efforts

5%
US$1.8 million

Global and country-level 
preparedness

80%
US$25.4 million
Humanitarian action 
in country and 
regional offices

Total 
US$31.8 
million

13%
US$2.8 million
Natural disasters

11%
US$2.3 million

Other type of emergency

76%
US$15.9 million
Complex emergencies

Total 
US$21.0 
million
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ALLOCATION CRITERIA 

A senior-level allocations committee in UNICEF governs GHTF 
allocations against the aforementioned criteria. The directors of 
the Public Partnerships Division, Programme Division and Office 
of Emergency Programmes endorse the proposals for GHTF 
allocation. The proposals are then reviewed and approved by the 
Deputy Director of Programmes. A set of clear criteria is used to 
allocate GHTF at all levels – country, regional, multi-regional and 
global. These criteria include:

• Critical unmet needs for the most vulnerable children

• Critical funding gaps based on available and projected 
contributions

• Strong implementation capacity based on the delivery track 
records of regular country programmes

Criteria applied:

• Protracted crisis against a background of prolonged internal 
displacement of people in Iraq dating back to mid-2014.

• Critical underfunding, with only 17 per cent of the 
humanitarian appeal funded for the UNICEF response to 
refugees from the Syrian Arab Republic in Iraq as of the 
end of September 2019, and US$5.3 million additional 
funds forecasted at the time of GHTF allocation.

• Strong implementation capacity at the field level,  
with high utilization of regular resources (75 per cent)  
and other resources regular (76 per cent) at the time of  
GHTF allocation.

Iraq
GHTF allocation: 
U$600,000
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Criteria applied:

• Critical underfunding, with only 44 per cent of the 
humanitarian appeal funded as of October 2019, and few 
prospects for new funding given the political dynamics 
and firm continuation of sanctions.

• No additional funds forecasted at the time of GHTF 
allocation. GHTF is a key funding source when no other 
resources are available – it can be a lifeline to ensure that 
activities are implemented.

• Strong implementation capacity at the field level, with 
high utilization of regular resources (94 per cent) and other 
resources regular (61 per cent) at the time of GHTF allocation.

Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea
GHTF allocation: 
US$500,000
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Criteria applied:

• Protracted crisis exacerbated by severe food insecurity, 
affecting 13.6 million people, with 2 million children  
under 5 years suffering from acute malnutrition  
(600,000 with SAM).

• Critical underfunding, with only 5 per cent of the 
humanitarian appeal funded as of April 2019 and 
no additional funds forecasted at the time of GHTF 
allocation.

• Strong implementation capacity at the field level,  
with high utilization of regular resources (62 per cent)  
and other resources regular (48 per cent) at the time of 
GHTF allocation.

Afghanistan
GHTF allocation: 
US$200,000 
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Criteria applied:

• Deteriorating humanitarian situation, including  
32 security incidents at operating schools and  
77 incidents related to water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH). 

• Critical underfunding, with only 21 per cent of the 
humanitarian appeal funded as of December 2019,  
and no additional funds forecasted at the time of  
GHTF allocation.

• Strong implementation capacity at the field level, with 
high utilization of regular resources (68 per cent) and other 
resources regular (90 per cent) at the time of GHTF allocation.

Ukraine
GHTF allocation: 
US$300,000 
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Criteria applied:

• Deteriorating humanitarian situation, including almost  
5,700 cumulative typhoid cases as of October 2019 and 
increased incidence of cholera.

• Critical underfunding, with only 34 per cent of the 
humanitarian appeal funded as of October 2019 and a 
shortfall of US$15.7 million. 

• Strong implementation capacity at the field level,  
with high utilization of regular resources (86 per cent)  
and other resources regular (84 per cent) at the time of 
GHTF allocation.

Zimbabwe
GHTF allocation: 
US$200,000
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Criteria applied:

• Deteriorating humanitarian situation, with an estimated 
1.2 million people experiencing food insecurity, including 
over 133,000 children under 5 years with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM).

• Critical underfunding, with only 15 per cent of the 
humanitarian appeal funded as of September 2019,  
and no additional funds forecasted at the time of  
GHTF allocation.

• Strong implementation capacity at the field level,  
with high utilization of regular resources (92 per cent)  
and other resources regular (74 per cent) at the time of 
GHTF allocation.

Burkina Faso
GHTF allocation: 
US$222,000
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Criteria applied:

• Continued deterioration of the conflict, with rising 
reports of attacks, assassinations, displacements, 
recruitment and landmines. As of August 2019, 
1.4 million people from the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, including 350,000 children, have crossed the 
border into Colombia. 

• Critical underfunding, with only 22 per cent of the 
humanitarian appeal funded as of August 2019, and no 
additional funds forecasted at the time of GHTF allocation.

• Strong implementation capacity at the field level, with 
high utilization of regular resources (83 per cent) and other 
resources regular (70 per cent) at the time of GHTF allocation.

Colombia
GHTF allocation: 
US$300,000
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The Netherlands retained its position as the largest government 
contributor to GHTF for humanitarian action. Partners that are 
consistent in providing support to GHTF over the years continue to 
be essential in supporting UNICEF to reach the most vulnerable, 
crisis-affected and forgotten children. Each one of these resource 
partners, regardless of the size of their contribution, shares in the 
achievements of GHTF worldwide.

In 2019, of the total funds received in the UNICEF appeal, 
US$145.3 million was thematic funding for humanitarian 
responses at the country, regional and global levels – a reduction 
overall compared with the previous year. When looking at the 
portion of GHTF, about 1.5 per cent or US$30.5 million was raised 
in 2019 – a fall of 12 per cent compared with 2018, primarily due to 
a lower GHTF contribution from private sector donors. Now more 
than ever, UNICEF urges its resource partners to invest in flexible 
resources for humanitarian action to reach millions of children 
and their communities – GHTF is our collective commitment 
to respond effectively to growing needs. Strong UNICEF 
humanitarian action needs strong, reliable and predictable GHTF.

1 Netherlands 95,150,023 

2 Swedish Committee for UNICEF 11,011,652 

3 United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF 6,672,009 

4 UNICEF Thailand 5,078,371 

5 Republic of Korea 5,000,000 

6 U.S. Fund for UNICEF 3,297,964 

7 Finnish Committee for UNICEF 3,220,001 

8 Denmark 2,425,846 

9 Canada 2,390,381 

10 UNICEF China 1,048,948 

Top 10 sources of global humanitarian thematic funding, 
2015–2019 (US$)

UNICEF humanitarian funding trends 2017–2019

National Committees Key donors

United Kingdom • ALEX AND ANI 
• Margaret A. Cargill 

Philanthropies
• Next Gen – London
• Eleva Foundation
• easyJet
• London Stock Exchange Group
• Manchester United Limited 

Ireland • Primark

Sweden • Svenska Postkodlotteria

Thailand • Sansiri

United States • Abram and Ray Kaplan 
Foundation

Key donors supporting UNICEF humanitarian action through 
National Committees in 2019

WHO SUPPORTS GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN 
THEMATIC FUNDING? 

US$34.8 million GHTF
which accounts for 1.7% 
of total funding received

54%
US$2.0 billion
Overall funding receivedAppeal 

amount
US$3.8 
billion

2018

US$28.2 million GHTF
which accounts for 1.4% 
of total funding received

62%
US$2.0 billion
Overall funding receivedAppeal 

amount
US$3.8 
billion

2017

US$30.5 million GHTF
which accounts for 1.5% 
of total funding received

50%
US$2.0 billion
Overall funding receivedAppeal 

amount
US$4.1 
billion

2019
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Mali – Nutrition
A girl awaits a measles 
vaccination in Leauvaa Village 
as part of a UNICEF-supported 
national campaign in response 
to the measles outbreak in the 
Pacific region. Behind her is 
a cold box bearing a UNICEF 
logo. Cold boxes play a vital role 
in maintaining the cold chain, a 
series of temperature controls 
necessary to maintain vaccine 
potency from manufacture 
through inoculation (December 
2019).
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UNICEF acknowledges the partners who have supported 
GHTF in 2019 – they are the lifeline for flexible resources in 
humanitarian response. All contributions help to achieve the 
results and impacts on children and their communities.

With a total GHTF amount contributed of US$30.5 million,  
around US$21.9 million came from six public sector partners and 
the remaining US$8.6 million, from 21 private sector partners. 
While the total GHTF received fell below that of the previous 
year, there were 27 resource partners in 2019, up two on the 
number in 2018. 

The Netherlands began a new multi-year GHTF contribution to 
UNICEF in 2019, donating US$55 million for 2019–2021. 

On behalf of some of the world’s most vulnerable children 
in need, UNICEF owes thanks and acknowledgment to all its 
resource partners providing GHTF in 2019 – these contributions 
make a huge difference. 

UNICEF will continue to diversify its base of humanitarian 
donors and will expand flexible financial support. This will help 
the organization to deliver effective programmes for millions 
of children, including life-saving assistance and protection, and 
activities that enhance preparedness, strengthen systems and 
build resilience. UNICEF will also continue to link humanitarian 
action to longer-term goals so that no child is left behind. 

1 Netherlands 18,599,562

2 Swedish Committee for UNICEF 2,663,128

3 United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF 2,193,618

4 Republic of Korea 1,666,667

5 UNICEF Thailand 1,039,578

6 U.S. Fund for UNICEF 872,102

7 Denmark 609,849

8 UNICEF China 562,593

9 Finnish Committee for UNICEF 510,289

10 United States 500,000

11 Canada 477,752

12 Danish Committee for UNICEF 244,719

13 Canadian UNICEF Committee 160,710

14 Australian Committee for UNICEF 60,767

15 Norwegian Committee for UNICEF 59,255

16 French Committee for UNICEF 36,412

17 Italian Committee for UNICEF 36,412

18 Swiss Committee for UNICEF 36,412

19 Belgian Committee for UNICEF 35,414

20 Belgium 30,523

21 German Committee for UNICEF 21,240

22 Netherlands Committee for UNICEF 21,240

23 Portuguese Committee for UNICEF 21,240

24 New Zealand Committee for UNICEF 13,197

25 Spanish Committee for UNICEF 9,103

26 International online donations 8,500

27 UNICEF United Arab Emirates 7,822

TOTAL 30,498,106

Sources of global humanitarian thematic funding, 2019 (US$)

Global humanitarian thematic funding by type of resource 
partner, 2019

30%
US$8.6 million
Private sector

70%
US$21.9 million
Public sector

Total 
US$30.5 
million

2019 GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN THEMATIC 
FUNDING AT A GLANCE

– H. E. Ivan Korčok, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs  
 of the Slovak Republic

 SlovakiaSlovakia is fully committed to humanitarian action, 

and UNICEF is our key partner in this regard. Together 

with UNICEF, we are able to fulfill one of our most valued 

moral responsibilities: taking care of children – our future 

leaders – and making sure they have a happy and fulfilling 

childhood. We support children and young people in 

humanitarian crises around the world, and try to address 

their needs through education, health care, protection and 

nutrition assistance. When we fulfill their needs,  

we improve our collective future. 



GHTF 2019 UNICEF8

U
N

IC
E

F/
U

N
I2

14
16

7/
FA

ZE
L

AFGHANISTAN 
Flexible humanitarian thematic funding supports 
nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene, and 
child protection services in remote regions of 
Afghanistan affected by conflict and drought. 

Humanitarian needs driven by armed conflict, natural disasters 
and poverty are on the rise in Afghanistan. In Herat, UNICEF 
and partners supported integrated mobile health and nutrition 
teams reaching 570 children affected by SAM with life-saving 
treatment. Flexible humanitarian thematic funds, including GHTF, 
were critical to supporting preventative counselling sessions on 
infant and young child feeding given to over 5,000 caregivers, 
including pregnant and lactating women. The flexibility of 
GHTF allowed UNICEF to support technical quality assurance, 
monitoring and reporting on the nutrition response. 

With Afghanistan at high risk of natural disasters, humanitarian 
thematic funding also supported key preparedness actions in 
the country. These included the pre-positioning of critical WASH 
supplies, which allowed UNICEF to implement an effective and 
timely WASH response in disaster-prone and conflict-affected 
areas. These funds also provided continued access to WASH 
services at border crossings for over 7,300 people returning  
from Pakistan. 

GHTF was crucial to the child protection response in Badghis 
and Herat, two western regions of Afghanistan. Humanitarian 
thematic funding including GHTF directly supported nearly  
50 per cent of child protection implementation. Among the 
beneficiaries were more than 10,000 displaced children (over 
half of them girls) reached with mental health and psychosocial 
support services and structured child protection activities, 
delivered via 30 child protection spaces (both mobile and 
stationary spaces). Over 20,000 community members (more than 
45 per cent of them women) were trained to hold community 
dialogues, 500 girls were given vocational training and nearly 
100,000 vulnerable children received winter supplies. 

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

Afghanistan – WASH
UNICEF celebrates Global Hand Washing Day in 
Daykundi, Afghanistan, where students have to walk 
long distances to school (October 2019).

100,000
vulnerable 
children received 
winter supplies

>10,000
displaced children 
accessed mental 
health and 
psychosocial 
support services

570
children received 
life-saving 
treatment for 
SAM

7,300
returnees accessed 
safe drinking water, 
sanitation and 
hygiene services

– Layla Yarjani and Noura Al-Maashouq, on behalf of UNICEF Next 
Generation London 

 The Next Gen committee has been leading projects and The Next Gen committee has been leading projects and 
initiatives to raise funds and advocate for UNICEF’s work for initiatives to raise funds and advocate for UNICEF’s work for 
six years, giving support through public campaigns and private six years, giving support through public campaigns and private 
philanthropy. Next Gen London is committed to supporting the philanthropy. Next Gen London is committed to supporting the 
Children’s Emergency Fund – unearmarked funds for emergencies Children’s Emergency Fund – unearmarked funds for emergencies 
anywhere in the world – because it ensures life-saving aid can anywhere in the world – because it ensures life-saving aid can 
reach those most in need, regardless of media attention. We value reach those most in need, regardless of media attention. We value 
this as it is vitally important in protecting those suffering from this as it is vitally important in protecting those suffering from 
conflict or natural disasters, including silent emergencies,  conflict or natural disasters, including silent emergencies,  
and helps mitigate future disastersand helps mitigate future disasters. 
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CENTRAL SAHEL CRISIS – 
BURKINA FASO, MALI AND 
THE NIGER 
Humanitarian thematic funding supported the 
life-saving multisectoral humanitarian response 
to reach the most vulnerable children affected by 
violence in the Sahel region of Africa. 

Insecurity and violence have propelled the humanitarian 
emergency to unprecedented levels in the Sahel region of Africa.

In Burkina Faso, in the Centre-Nord region hosting displaced 
populations, GHTF enabled UNICEF and partners to provide  
life-saving treatment to over 10,000 children with SAM, 
repair eight hand pumps, construct 32 emergency latrines – 
rehabilitating another four at schools – provide 5,000 hygiene 
kits and disseminate hygiene promotion messages. Direct 
humanitarian cash assistance was given to nearly 1,300 children, 
and gender-based violence in emergencies services reached over 
6,900 people.

In the Niger, flexible humanitarian thematic funding including 
GHTF filled critical funding gaps to implement rapid response 
mechanisms in volatile operational environments, reaching 
116,000 people with food assistance, over 67,000 with non-food 
items and over 45,000 with WASH and emergency shelters. 
Some 177 children associated with armed groups and forces in 
Diffa also received social support.

In Mali, GHTF strengthened treatment for nearly 17,000 children 
affected by SAM, including nearly 7,700 girls. It also enabled 
the emergency distribution of water treatment products to over 
20,000 internally displaced people (more than 10,000 children) 
affected by ongoing violence and conflict in Gao and Mopti.  
The funding also supported the monitoring of grave violations 
against children and provided appropriate assistance to those 
associated with armed forces and groups. A total of 744 incidents 
of grave violations were documented and reported, and 472 children 
received mental health and psychosocial support services and 
medical and other reintegration support. Over 1,300 unaccompanied 
and separated children (524 of them girls) received interim care, 
and 336 (72 girls) were reunited with their families and communities.

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

Mali – Nutrition
Aya, who is suffering from severe acute malnutrition, 
takes therapeutic milk at a health centre in Mopti town. 
UNICEF supplies life-saving nutritional interventions 
across Mali, treating over 22,000 severely malnourished 
children (October 2019).

In Mali
472
children, including those associated 
with armed forces and groups, 
received mental health and 
psychosocial support and other 
services

In Burkina Faso 
and Mali
>27,000
children received 
life-saving nutrition 
treatment

In the Niger
116,000
people received food 
assistance
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DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
By the end of the year, the humanitarian funding 
gap in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
had reached its lowest level in six years, thanks  
to donors’ generous contributions, including  
of GHTF. 

GHTF was a major contributor to addressing the humanitarian 
needs of vulnerable people in the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, enabling UNICEF to successfully implement nutrition, 
health and WASH programmes. The funding gap at the end of 
2019 had fallen to 33 per cent, the lowest it had been for six years.

As a direct result of flexible funding, UNICEF improved the 
technical knowledge and skills of 31 focal points for the 
community management of acute malnutrition in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. This enabled the proper identification 
and management of cases of acute malnutrition in the 
country. Thanks to GHTF, UNICEF also supported the ongoing 
procurement of multiple-micronutrient tablets, reaching around 
29,000 pregnant and lactating women. The procurement and 
distribution of essential medicines for the treatment of childhood 
diseases was also supported by the organization – nearly 
6.2 million people were given access to essential medicines. 
This included the provision of equipment and medicines for 
tuberculosis, including a digital X-ray machine and over 48,000 
boxes of isoniazid tablets. Finally, GHTF was also critical for 
WASH interventions – the most underfunded sector in the 
country. Almost 18,000 people gained access to safe drinking 
water as a result of these interventions.
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Democratic People’s Republic of Korea – Health
A mother with her two-year-old daughter, who came 
to the Jongju City Hospital in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea with fever, a cough and low weight. 
UNICEF has supported the hospital with supplies and 
medical training (June 2019).

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

Nearly

6.2 million
people accessed 
essential medicines

Some 

29,000
pregnant and lactating women 
received multiple-micronutrient 
tablets 

Nearly

18,000
people accessed 
safe drinking water
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to reach and

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO
Thematic funds allowed UNICEF to ensure an 
integrated response to populations affected by 
Ebola virus disease, for individuals as well as 
wider communities in the Democratic Republic  
of the Congo.

In 2019, thematic funds constituted a precious flexible resource 
for UNICEF to meet the critical needs of affected populations, 
especially children, according to Ebola response priorities and 
funding gaps. To reinforce risk communication and community 
engagement, flexible funds granted to UNICEF and its partners 
enabled the mobilization of 925 front-line community workers for 
participatory community engagement, including sensitizing nearly 
1,800 influential leaders and community members. As a result, 
over 760,000 at-risk people were reached with messages on 
the prevention of Ebola virus disease (EVD) through community 
engagement, advocacy, interpersonal communications, public 
animations, radio broadcasts, door-to-door visits, and church and 
school meetings. Thematic funds also allowed UNICEF to set up 
75 village community accountability committees.

Thematic funding was also crucial to the provision of interventions 
on WASH, infection prevention and control, risk communication, 
community engagement and psychosocial care in all 29 EVD-
affected health zones. UNICEF reinforced infection prevention 
and control through the provision of handwashing facilities, clean 
water and WASH consumables in 78 health facilities, 63 schools 
and 228 community sites. In schools, nearly 1,100 teachers were 
able to provide information to over 28,000 students. 

The funding also enabled UNICEF to give psychosocial support to 
256 children in treatment centres, and to 192 children separated 
or orphaned as a result of EVD. Psychosocial support and material 
assistance were also provided to 402 families, including 941 contacts 
of people with EVD who received individualized counselling.
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Democratic Republic of the Congo – Ebola
Five-year-old Nelson’s mother died from Ebola virus 
disease 10 days earlier, and today he is living with his 
uncle. UNICEF is providing direct support to the families 
of the women and children affected by Ebola, including 
psychosocial support, cash assistance and supporting 
families to ensure that children like Nelson who lose 
their parents and caregivers are able to go to school 
(August 2019).

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

>28,000
schoolchildren with 
Ebola prevention 
information

>760,000
at-risk people

925
front-line workers were 
mobilized for Ebola response 
and community engagement



GHTF 2019 UNICEF12

HAITI
In 2019, humanitarian thematic funding played a 
key role in meeting operational costs for nutrition 
and education emergency interventions in Haiti. 

Despite a significant funding shortfall, UNICEF was able to rely 
on GHTF to maintain its support to the Ministry of Health on 
tackling malnutrition in Haiti. This support included integrated 
preventive and curative interventions to cover the underfunded 
nutritional therapeutic supply requirements of other departments 
(therapeutic milk, ready-to-use therapeutic food and medicines). 
More than 8,500 children with SAM under 5 years and nearly 
9,000 children with moderate acute malnutrition were treated 
between January and December 2019.

Humanitarian thematic funding also helped to meet the pressing 
educational needs of more than 9,000 children in the southern 
and the northern regions of Haiti affected by conflict. This 
support enabled around 8,600 children to continue their learning 
with adequate materials, including backpacks, and in classrooms 
equipped with appropriate school furniture. UNICEF also 
supported the implementation of alternative learning programmes 
for over 900 adolescents who had dropped out of school before 
completing their primary education.

©
 U

N
IC

E
F/

U
N

I2
16

0
6

0/

Haiti – Nutrition
Guino and Micherline in Jacmel, Haiti, hold their twin 
children. The family was assisted by a UNICEF-supported 
parenthood club to learn about diseases resulting from 
malnutrition and how to prevent them (September 2019). 

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

>8,500
children under 5 treated 
for SAM

Nearly

8,600
children given access to rehabilitated 
or newly equipped schools

Over

900
adolescents without a primary 
education given alternative 
learning programmes
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REFUGEE AND MIGRANT 
RESPONSE IN EUROPE
Humanitarian thematic funding enabled UNICEF 
to reach refugee and migrant children across  
six countries in Europe with protection, education 
and gender-based violence interventions.

The flexibility of humanitarian thematic funds enabled UNICEF 
to adapt and complement responses to the situations of refugee 
and migrant children across six countries in Europe. Overall, 
flexible funds enabled UNICEF to reach more than 19,000 children 
in 2019 through protection and child rights monitoring, education, 
and gender-based violence services. The funding was also crucial 
for delivering warm winter clothes and other basic supplies to 
these vulnerable children. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina and Italy, these funds helped to 
improve child protection standards, guardianship and outreach 
for over 4,000 at-risk unaccompanied and separated children. 
In Montenegro and Serbia, global thematic funding enabled the 
majority of the activities conducted in 2019 to support refugee 
and migrant children.

Flexible humanitarian thematic funds helped UNICEF link service 
provision with longer-term national child protection efforts 
and strengthen education systems in European countries. 
Flexible funds also allowed the organization to mount or expand 
responses promptly, to adapt to the evolving situation on the 
ground and to strengthen the linkages between humanitarian and 
development efforts by empowering authorities and civil society 
actors to monitor the situation of children on the move.
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Refugee and migrant response in Europe – Child 
Protection
Ibrahim (left), a migrant from Sierra Leone, rides the train 
with his foster brother, Andrea, near where they live in 
Rome, Italy (August 2019).

including

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

In addition,

1,300
front-line workers given 
gender-based violence 
training

5,400
unaccompanied and 
separated children reached 
with protection services

>19,000
children supported
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
Flexible humanitarian thematic funds enabled 
UNICEF to quickly scale up life-saving health and 
nutrition interventions for emerging needs in 
high-risk areas of the Syrian Arab Republic.

After eight years of conflict, the scale, severity and complexity 
of the humanitarian needs in the Syrian Arab Republic remain 
extensive. 

In Idlib, UNICEF and partners supported mobile medical services 
and reached over 311,000 children and women with essential 
maternal and child health-care services in 2019. In Homs, 
UNICEF procured tuberculosis, tetanus and diphtheria vaccines, 
strengthened the cold chain and – during the World Health 
Organization (WHO) World Immunization Week in April – and 
supported Communication for Development (C4D, also referred 
to as social and behaviour change communication, SBCC) 
interventions that benefited over 832,000 children under 5 years. 

GHTF supported routine immunization services in the north-west 
of the Syrian Arab Republic, reaching 300,000 children under  
2 years. These funds were also used to train 100 health workers 
on the prevention of childhood diseases, and paediatricians on 
nutrition issues. 

At the national level, UNICEF and partners conducted a critical 
study on the causes of under-five mortality. This is guiding the 
development of the national child and maternal health strategy 
and supports humanitarian planning. 

The flexibility of GHTF also allowed UNICEF to quickly airlift 
life-saving health and nutrition supplies in the north-east of the 
Syrian Arab Republic as hostilities escalated in the last quarter 
of 2019, and to monitor the situation of displaced populations in 
refugee camps in Aleppo and Al Hasakeh.
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Syrian Arab Republic – Social protection
Jana receives a therapeutic nutritional supplement at a 
UNICEF-supported clinic in the Hanano neighbourhood of 
Aleppo, Syrian Arab Republic. Jana, whose mother was 
malnourished, was born with jaundice (February 2020).

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

>311,000
children and women accessed 
essential maternal and child 
health-care services

832,000
children under 5 years were 
reached through World 
Immunization Week

300,000
children under 2 years 
received routine immunization 
services
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UKRAINE
Of the thematic funds allocated to Ukraine  
in 2019, 78 per cent were GHTF, enabling  
UNICEF to strengthen child protection and 
education interventions.

GHTF allowed UNICEF to continue its coordination of 20 child 
protection partners. It also enabled the organization to update 
and maintain the online mapping of psychosocial support 
activities, a system that is widely used by partners for planning 
these services. More than 494,000 people were reached 
throughout the year with information campaigns, with over 
368,000 reached online. Over 59,000 girls, boys, women 
and men were covered by psychosocial support activities, 
while capacity-building activities reached nearly 2,600 service 
providers. This capacity-building work by UNICEF and partners 
strengthened the abilities of professionals to give psychosocial 
support and help with positive parenting.

GHTF also supported the planned evaluation of UNICEF 
psychosocial interventions implemented in eastern Ukraine since 
the beginning of the conflict. This evaluation provided major 
recommendations on strengthening psychosocial interventions, 
and explored opportunities for handing over psychosocial 
activities to the Government of Ukraine. 

In the education sector, flexible funding contributed directly  
to the rehabilitation of two education facilities, providing  
a better learning environment for 350 girls and boys in  
conflict-affected regions. 
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Ukraine – Education
Maria, 13, attends class at Mariinka School, near the line 
dividing government-controlled and non-government-
controlled areas in eastern Ukraine, where the fighting is 
more severe. (February 2019).

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

Nearly

2,600
professionals received 
capacity-building activities

>59,000
people covered by 
psychosocial support 
activities

>494,000
people reached with child 
protection information 
campaigns
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THE BOLIVARIAN 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
MIGRATION CRISIS
UNICEF was able to scale up its response across 
the region to meet the most urgent needs of girls, 
boys and adolescents from the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela and host communities in Colombia 
and Ecuador.

Humanitarian thematic funds were critical to allowing UNICEF to 
integrate actions at the local level to strengthen the capacities 
of institutions and communities in the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela and host communities in Colombia and Ecuador.  
This helped promote access to basic services for child protection, 
education, health, nutrition, early childhood development  
and WASH, and adapt response strategies to the context of  
each territory. 

In Colombia, for example, results attributable to flexible funding 
included over 5,800 women, boys and girls accessing maternal 
and child health services through mobile teams and in host 
communities. Programmes to prevent and address violence, 
abuse and exploitation, including gender-based violence, 
benefited more than 7,200 children and reached over 9,300 
people with key messages, including information on life-saving 
skills and protective practices and behaviours. 

In Ecuador, flexible funds enabled UNICEF to scale up its 
interventions through the deployment of key technical staff 
at both the national and field office levels. These funds also 
fostered the establishment of two child-friendly spaces that 
helped more than 6,100 girls and over 6,100 boys.

Thanks to the flexibility of thematic funds, and given potential 
funding gaps in 2020, a portion of these funds was reserved for 
2020 to ensure the sustainability of critical interventions during 
the first months of the year.
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The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela – Child protection
Yulis, 3, draws a picture of her parents in a UNICEF-
supported child-friendly space in Cucuta, Colombia, 
for families affected by migration from the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela (April 2019).

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

>18,000
children given psychosocial 
support, including access to 
child-friendly spaces

Nearly

8,300
children benefited from 
programmes addressing violence, 
abuse and exploitation

8,000
caregivers received 
counselling on infant and 
young child feeding
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ZIMBABWE
In the aftermath of Cyclone Idai and in drought-
affected regions of Zimbabwe, thematic 
humanitarian funding strengthened health 
systems for integrated health and nutrition 
services.

The humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe has continued to 
deteriorate due to multiple natural hazards, including both 
drought and flooding. Drought has brought food insecurity,  
and flooding has raised the risk of disease outbreaks. 

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health and Child Care to 
revamp damaged health facilities and kick-start vital maternal, 
neonatal and childcare services in the districts most affected by 
Cyclone Idai. This included replacing the damaged cold chain for 
10 clinics and providing essential equipment, technical support 
and training for effective vaccine management and maternal, 
newborn and child health services. The equipment provided 
included midwifery kits, fetal heart monitoring devices, newborn 
resuscitation equipment, on-site laboratory test kits, blood 
pressure monitoring equipment, and wheelchairs and stretchers.

In the 25 districts most affected by drought, UNICEF was 
able to use GTHF to strengthen the health systems and reach 
nearly 18,000 children (10,000 of them girls) with life-saving 
treatment for SAM. These funds also supported micronutrient 
supplementation for children aged 6–59 months. Delivered via 
health facilities and community-based village health workers, 
this intervention reached over 800,000 children (over half of 
them girls) with vitamin A supplementation. This high coverage 
was achieved partly because of effective integration between 
nutrition and health services, for example by integrating 
micronutrient supplementation into the WHO expanded 
programme on immunization.
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Zimbabwe – Child Protection 
Ennina, 36, holds her daughter, Fadzai, 9 months, before 
receiving food aid at a UNICEF-supported distribution 
point in Manzwire village, Zimbabwe. The village has 
been affected by drought and was impacted by Cyclone 
Idai (February 2020).

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:

benefited and

800,000
children who received 
micronutrient 
supplementation

18,000
children who 
received SAM 
treatment

Health system 
strengthening in  
25 districts most 
affected by drought
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GLOBAL SUPPORT FOR 
HUMANITARIAN ACTION
In 2019, GHTF supported the global humanitarian 
architecture, including critical emergency surge 
deployments such as through the Emergency 
Response Team, the Rapid Response Team 
and standby partner missions; humanitarian 
advocacy, policy guidance, strategic partnerships 
and dialogue; and emergency preparedness.

GHTF plays a crucial role in the rapid deployment of the Emergency 
Response Team (ERT), which is made up of 22 UNICEF staff 
with specialized skills in emergency coordination, programming, 
operations, gender, accountability to affected populations and 
humanitarian cash transfers. The ERT undertook 70 missions 
to 18 country offices in 2019, totalling more than 2,800 days of 
support. Three-quarters of these missions (almost 2,100 days) 
supported preparedness and response to UNICEF Level 2 and 
Level 3 crises, such as those in Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mozambique 
and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 

In Mozambique, for example, the ERT member with expertise in 
humanitarian cash transfers supported the Cyclone Idai response 
by conducting a needs assessment and contributing to the 
design of a joint programme with the World Food Programme. 
The programme provides multipurpose cash transfers for food 
assistance, as well as non-food items and basic services. Over 
22,000 households, including more than 57,000 children, received 
food assistance plus hygiene and household non-food items.

ERT technical support also played a significant role in Indonesia – 
in the design, implementation and fundraising for the multipurpose 
cash assistance programme for tsunami- and earthquake-affected 
households. In 2019, over 6,100 households, including nearly 
14,000 children, received humanitarian cash assistance of US$250 
each over four months to access improved shelter, better nutrition 
and other basic services. The programme’s strong community 
engagement component and effective feedback mechanism were 
critical to its success. 
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Mozambique – Cash transfer programme
In Mozambique, a member of the UNICEF Emergency 
Response Team helps conduct a needs assessment that 
will inform the inter-agency cash response to Cyclone 
Idai. UNICEF is conducting cash-based programmes  
in Mozambique with the World Food Programme  
(March 2019). 

The Emergency 
Response Team ran  
70 missions to 18 countries, 
totalling over 2,800 days

75%
of these missions supported 
preparedness and response 
to Level 2 and Level 3 
emergencies

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF contributed to the following results in 2019:
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As part of the First Action Initiative, flexible GHTF helped to 
support countries where imminent risks created an urgent need 
for emergency preparedness. In 2019, five country offices were 
identified as priorities (Afghanistan, Haiti, the Pacific Islands, 
the State of Palestine and Zimbabwe). These countries received 
a total of US$2.3 million for key preparedness actions. The 
UNICEF Office of Emergency Programmes estimates that these 
five allocations will improve the speed of the organization’s 
emergency response by an average of 42 days, enable 57 per cent 
savings per investment and reduce UNICEF’s carbon dioxide 
emissions by more than 1,000 tonnes.*

In Zimbabwe, timely GHTF allocations under the First Action 
Initiative enabled UNICEF to take early action for cholera 
prevention. Two WASH Rapid Response Teams were activated 
and reached over 4,900 households with health and hygiene 
education, hygiene kits for vulnerable and high-risk households, 
analysis of the quality of 248 water sources, and decontamination 
of 35 burst sewers. 

In Haiti, the positioning of WASH, education, child protection 
and health supplies in the capital city and six other locations built 
the capacity of UNICEF and partners to reach 30,000 vulnerable 
people with life-saving assistance in the case of natural disasters.

* Based on emergency scenario estimates provided by UNICEF country offices at 
the time of disbursement. Calculations will be updated to reflect actual return on 
investment as emergencies occur in investment contexts.
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Democratic Republic of the Congo – Ebola
Students play at Bunagana Primary School in Kisoro District, 
Uganda. The school is about 0.5 km from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo where Ebola awareness messages 
have been disseminated with UNICEF support, through 
implementing partner Uganda Red Cross (February 2019).

Humanitarian thematic funding including GHTF supported 
UNICEF emergency preparedness through the First Action 
Initiative in 2019:

enable

57%
in savings per 
investment

CO2

reduce UNICEF 
carbon emissions 
by >1,000 tonnes

cut emergency 
response speeds 
by 42 days on 
average

5 country offices 
received

US$2.3 
million

to

– Rasmus Prehn, Minister for Development Cooperation,  
 Denmark

 UNICEF is a key partner for Denmark when it UNICEF is a key partner for Denmark when it 

comes to securing better outcomes for vulnerable comes to securing better outcomes for vulnerable 

children and their families in humanitarian crises, children and their families in humanitarian crises, 

and thereby strengthening global solidarity. It is a and thereby strengthening global solidarity. It is a 

top priority for Denmark to ensure that no one is top priority for Denmark to ensure that no one is 

left behind – especially children. Through our multi-left behind – especially children. Through our multi-

annual strategic partnership, we support UNICEF’s annual strategic partnership, we support UNICEF’s 

holistic approach to responding to children’s needs holistic approach to responding to children’s needs 

through protection, education, health, sanitation through protection, education, health, sanitation 

and nutrition. A cross-cutting focus for our support and nutrition. A cross-cutting focus for our support 

is ensuring gender equality, with a particular is ensuring gender equality, with a particular 

focus on reducing barriers for girls to achieve their focus on reducing barriers for girls to achieve their 

full potential. We also support UNICEF in their full potential. We also support UNICEF in their 

important work on finding transformative and important work on finding transformative and 

innovative humanitarian solutions. By contributing innovative humanitarian solutions. By contributing 

to the thematic humanitarian fund, we enable to the thematic humanitarian fund, we enable 

UNICEF to respond swiftly, in a flexible manner and UNICEF to respond swiftly, in a flexible manner and 

with a long-term planning horizon, when seeking with a long-term planning horizon, when seeking 

to address the most urgent needs. This has proved to address the most urgent needs. This has proved 

even more important with the major crisis that the even more important with the major crisis that the 

world is currently facing. In such dire situations, world is currently facing. In such dire situations, 

UNICEF helps us bring back hope in the lives of UNICEF helps us bring back hope in the lives of 

girls and boys living in extreme hardshipgirls and boys living in extreme hardship. 


